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NIETZSCHE TO MALVIDA VON MEYSENBUG.

Turin, October 4, 1888.
MY DEAREST FRIEND :

I have just given my publisher the order to send
you at once at your Versailles address three copies
of an essay of mine that has just been printed, the
title of which is "The Case of Wagner, A Musician's
Problem." This work, a declaration of war, in
aestheticiSy and one which could not be more radical
in conception, seems to be making a great stir. My
publisher informs me that as soon as it was announced
that an essay by me on this problem and written in
this spirit was going to be produced, so many orders
came in that the edition might be regarded as ex-
hausted. You will see that I have not lost my good
spirits in this duel. Truth to tell, in the midst of the
appallingly severe task of my life, the annihilation of
Wagner is a veritable recreation. I wrote this little
essay here in Turin in the spring: meanwhile I have
completed the first book of my "Transvaluation of All
Values."

This essay against Wagner ought to be read in
French. It would even be easier to translate it into
French than into German. In many respects it is in
intimate harmony with French taste: my praise of
Bizet at the beginning would be listened to with great
interest. It is true that the translation would require
a fine, if not a subtle stylist, in order to render the
tone of the essay adequately: after all, I myself am
now the only subtle writer in German.

I should be most grateful if you could obtain the